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ADDRESS BY H.E. MR. FRANCISCO MIRANDA BRANCO - MP, 

CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF GOPAC - TL, AT THE MEETING 

 

 

Excellencies, 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

The delegation of Timor -Leste, chaired by H.E Mr. Vice-President of the National 

Parliament, Honourable Member Adérito Hugo da Costa, and composed by the 

Honourable Members Francisco Miranda Branco, Natalino dos Santos and former MP 

Arsénio Bano, is honoured to participate once more in this event where representatives 

of the People of more than ninety countries are committed to fighting corruption. 

 

It is with great pleasure I inform this forum that GOPAC Timor-Leste is fully 

constituted, with an adequate human resources framework for the monitoring of works, 

meeting the specific needs of the country and of the themes to which we are looking at. 

 

As a background note, I would like to mention that the Democratic Republic of Timor-

Leste is a Democratic State, Sovereign and Independent, established in 2002, following a 

referendum on self-determination in 1999, under the sponsorship of the United Nations. 

 

The Constitution, the fundamental law of the country, adopted a semi-presidential 

system, holding the principles of separation and interdependence of powers between the 

organs of sovereignty: the President of the Republic, the National Parliament, the 

Government and the courts. 

 

The courts are responsible for the independent administration of justice, subject only to 

the Constitution and the law and are forbidden to apply rules that contravene the 

Constitution or the principles contained therein. The Supreme Court of Justice, whose 

functions are currently, and in a transitional way, under the Court of Appeal, is the 

highest body in the judicial courts. The newly created Chamber of Auditors, responsible 

to oversight the lawfulness of the public accounts functions under it.   
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Presently, Timor-Leste has evolved in a positive way in the fight against corruption and 

related crimes, due to the joined effort of several State institutions and the international 

community. I would like to call you attention to the latest index of the perception of 

corruption, in which we reached our better result until now: 113th in 176 countries.  

 

I would also like to refer, once again, that Timor-Leste is an 11 year old country, in 

which the whole State structure has been created from zero and in many cases, literally 

built from the ashes of the previous Indonesian administration institutions that, in these 

matters, strongly marked the perception and social condemnation of these behaviours.  

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Since 2002, anti-corruption policies have been introduced gradually and in a significant 

way. Timor-Leste signed the UN Convention on Anti-corruption, ratified by the 

National Parliament on 10th December 2008.  

Furthermore, Timor-Leste has created the framework for institutions with jurisdiction on 

corruption and I enhance the Committee Anti-Corruption (CAC) that has changed the 

institutional status in Timor-Leste concerning this issue. Its mission is to prevent and 

criminally investigate corruption in any of its forms – embezzlement, abuse of power, 

influence peddling and participation in business, as defined by the Timorese penal 

legislation. The committee is considered an independent specialized police agency and 

follows criteria of lawfulness and objectivity according to the law. 

 

A growing material effort has been made to capacitate the staff of CAC, through training 

courses established by signed agreements with foreign cooperation institutions as the 

courses in Hong Kong, in the Anti-Corruption Academy in Macau and in the Anti-

Corruption Academy in Singapore. 

Based on the quantitative analysis of investigated cases and on the growing number of 

cases that are in the judicial system, the performance of CAC has been productive.  
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Simultaneously, several other State institutions have developed its activity in the area of 

prevention and corruption oversight as well as in civic education. I proudly enhance the 

founding of GOPAC-Timor-Leste last year.  

Within less than a year in activity, GOPAC-TL put its effort in the draft of a law on the 

prevention and fight to money laundering and financial terrorism, which has been 

approved by the Parliament. At the moment we await, derived from the mentioned draft 

of law, the creation of a Financial Information Unit, to be installed within the Central 

Bank of Timor-Leste. Besides that, we expect that in this legislature the United Nations 

Convention against Illicit Trafficking in Drugs, Narcotics and Psychotropic Substances 

will be ratified as well as the approval of an internal diploma on these matters.  

At the same time, the Government has created mechanisms to prevent corruption, 

through transparency and accountability of the public actors. This can be verified in the 

management of public finance and the adoption of the Free Balance System, as well as 

the Transparency Portal, which is a reference to other countries, allowing to better 

control and monitor the State finances.  

Together with the State institutions, the civil society is mobilized to fight corruption. In 

this task, I would like to call your attention to the work of the Studies Centre for Peace 

and Development (CEPAD) that has already extended its work to the districts and sub-

districts, in a broad movement to mobilize individual awareness in the fight against 

corruption, with full participation of various groups of women in Timor-Leste. 

Following this movement, a Memorandum of Understanding between GOPAC and 

CEPAD will soon be signed in order work together in the efforts of fighting corruption.  

I would also add that GOPAC Timor-Leste held several meetings with representatives of 

the private sector to establish a partnership for the creation on a Code of Conduct to 

private companies in the country and to create certainty and confidence in this sector - 

the most important Government partner in the national development process - thus 

contributing to the implementation of rules of good governance, transparency and 

accountability that will enable the development, in the near future, of stable legislation 

against corruption in the private sector. 

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  
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If we consider not only history but also what is currently happening in Timor-Leste, I 

believe that the Parliament of Timor-Leste and its members can and will playa decisive 

role fighting corruption, according to the oversight powers conferred by law. 

 

The Parliament should have a central role in creating internal policies to develop anti-

corruption laws and policies. However, in order to pursue this objective, the National 

Parliament needs to have the proper material and human resources to be able to 

comprehensively study corruption. 

 

GOPAC-TL sponsored a thoughtful study on the legislative and the institutional 

evolution of the fight against corruption in the country, to check their efficiency and to 

identify the remaining gaps in several areas. The study, recently finished, based on the 

analysis of several laws, interviews with judicial, police and civil society actors, 

establishing a parallel with the "best practices" and international standards, points the 

achievements that Timor-Leste has achieved and also identifies the future steps to 

continue a successful policy against corruption. 

The mentioned report has not been published yet but I would like to inform this 

Chamber, beforehand, that one of the positive aspects stated in that report about our 

country is the growing investigation of well-known politicians, pointing even cases of 

convictions with term of imprisonment.  

In sum, I want to reaffirm the commitment of this delegation that shows the 

commitment of our nation in fighting corruption, in strengthening the institutions and in 

civic education. This fight, another of the Timorese people, is to respond to the long and 

deep aspirations of our people to have a democratic rule of law, based in the respect for 

the most basic humanistic values and the human rights. 

Only if we keep away those criminal occurrences will Timor-Leste be able to reach levels 

of material and human development, fulfilling its duty of a young but strong nation.  

Thank you all for you attention and I hope to be able to share further ideas with you and 

to learn more in this conference.  

 

Panama, 29th November 2013 

 


